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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Leslie Gehman on June 7, 2005. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claim 22 has been cancelled. 



REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 
Amendment 

The Amendment filed on February 15, 2005 has been received and made of 
15 record. In. response to the first office action, claims 1-6, 11 and 35 have been cancelled 
and claims 7-10, 12-20, 22, and 24-34 have been amended. 

Response to Amendments 
Claims 26-29 were objected to based on a limitation involving insufficient 
20 antecedent basis within each claim. Applicant's amendment of February 15, 2005 is 
found to correct the antecedent issues, and therefore the objections to claims 26-29 are 
hereby withdrawn. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to currently amended claim 7, Remarks p. 9- 
1 1 have been fully considered and are persuasive. The objection of claim 7 has been 
withdrawn. 

5 Applicant's arguments with respect to currently amended claim 18, Remarks p. 

11-13 have been fully considered and are persuasive. The objection of claim 18 has 
been withdrawn. 

Applicant's arguments with respect to currently amended claim 25, Remarks p. 8- 
9 have been fully considered and are persuasive. The objection of claim 25 has been 
10 withdrawn. 

Applicant's arguments filed February 15, 2005 with respect to claim 22 have 
been fully considered but they are not persuasive. However, the Examiner-Initiated 
Interview of June 6, 2005, resulted in the cancellation of claim 22, and consequently 
placed the application in immediate condition for allowance. 

15 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 7-10, 12-20 and 25-34 are allowed. 

Regarding claim 7-10 and 12-17 , the prior art is not found to teach or fairly 
suggest, in combination with the existing elements of the present claim as currently 
20 amended, or in combination with the claims from which dependence is derived, a first 
and second exposure occurring at a pre-selected phase of the frequency of illumination 
intensity variations. 
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Regarding claims 18-20 . the prior art is not found to teach or fairly suggest, in 
combination with the existing elements of the present claim as currently amended, or in 
combination with the claims from which dependence is derived, a method of auto 
exposure which determines phase and frequency of periodic changes in illumination 
5 with a fast Fourier transform analysis of the measured light, and then synchronizes an 
exposure time with a phase angle associated with the frequency of the intensity 
variations in the scene. 

Regarding claims 25-34 , the prior art is not found to teach or fairly suggest, in 
combination with the existing elements of the present claim as currently amended, or in 
10 combination with the claims from which dependence is derived, where an exposure is 
centered at a crossover point in the intensity variations. 

The Examiner also notes that claims 21 , 23 and 24 were indicated allowable in 
the Office Action of November 17, 2004. 

15 Contact 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gary C. Vieaux whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7318. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8:00am - 4:00pm. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
20 supervisor, Wendy Garber can be reached on 571-272-7308. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
5 For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Gary C. Vieaux 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2612 
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